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Are you harvesting your corn the correct way? Tips to Graze Standing Corn
Season 1, Episode 93
[bookmark: _Hlk120644356][Intro music]
Kiernan Brandt:	
Welcome to Cattle HQ, a podcast from industry experts and progressive producers discussing cutting edge info about the cow calf sector to keep cattlemen and women in the know and positively affect their bottom line. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Good morning, everybody, and welcome to Cattle HQ, headquarters for all things beef cattle. My name is Taylor Grussing, cow-calf field specialist based in the Mitchell Regional Office. Today, we are going to talk about another way to harvest corn. To do that, we have a guest with us, Doug Sieck. He is a member of several coalitions across the state. He's been grazing corn and has been a good mentor for people who are looking to graze corn. So, I'm going to let him give his background and get started, and then we'll roll into some questions. So, welcome, Doug.

Doug Sieck:	
Thank you, Taylor. So, I am Doug Sieck. My wife, Marilee, and I run the Deep Root Ranch in North Central South Dakota. We're about 30 miles north or south of the North Dakota border, and we're about 15 miles east of the Missouri River, so right around Selby. We run a cow-calf operation, and we grow some corn and beans, and sudangrass mixes, and that sort of thing. My family's been operating in agriculture up here since my great grandfather. So, I'm the fourth generation. So, I learned from all that good history that got trickled on down. Then, a real fortunate thing that happened for me is I joined the South Dakota Grasslands Coalition and learned about their grazing school, and then an HRM school after that through the Grasslands Coalition. Then, eventually, got connected with the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition. So, I've been very fortunate in the mentors that I've had and the access to resources. So, the corn deal, the South Dakota Grasslands Coalition brought Terry Gompert from University of Nebraska-Lincoln up through South Dakota about 15 years ago on a roadshow. What a roadshow is, is they have them speak in several different locations across the state. So, I got to listen to Terry a couple of times when he made that swing, and Terry was the one that started talking about grazing standing corn. What caught my attention was the ability to do it and save quite a bit of hay, and then, number two, it was about the cheapest way there was to feed cows. Okay. So, Terry – well, here's how life works. You have to give credit three times and then it's your story. Okay. [Laughter] Terry taught us how to do that. He said you allocate your cornfield in one day increments and you go out and you move your cows every day, use an electric fence, poly wire, that sort of thing, and you set up sort of a something that you can turn into a checkerboard pattern before you get the cows home. So, a cow will do just fine during the winter on 10 pounds of corn and 10 pounds of corn stalks, and out in the field, there are an equal pound of corn grain to the corn stover. So, if you have 100-bushel corn, you've got 5,600 pounds of grain, you've also got 5,600 pounds of corn stover. Okay. That cow will do just fine on 10 pounds of corn and 10 pounds of corn stover, but she's still going to be hungry because she's probably used to eating closer to 40 pounds of feed. So, grazing standing corn takes good fence. You can read into that grazing standing corn takes electric fence and cattle that are used to it. Okay. Now, you can train your cattle up by a water tank by running a short electric fence where one wire is the ground and one wire is the hot and put it close enough so that when they drink, they bump into it and they'll learn to respect your electric fence quite a bit then. That's important because sometimes when you're grazing standing corn, you're going to have a snowpack and you're not going to have a good ground. So, that cow needs to recognize that that string can give me a pretty good zap. Okay. So, what I did, I would leave about 20 acres of corn and I would take the combine and I would leave 30 rows standing. Then, I would combine down the field and take out 6 or 12 rows, something like that, and then, I'd jump another 30 rows and I'd make another pass or two with the combine, usually just one pass. Then, I'd jump again and make one pass. I'd do that across however many acres I was leaving. Then, I would - because I'd made that pass down the field, then I could estimate what the yield was per acre. Okay? 

Taylor Grussing:	
Sure. 

Doug Sieck:	
So then, it was pretty easy to take the yield per acre, convert it to pounds, and then divide out how many pounds per day I needed for whatever size cow herd I was putting in. So, 100 cows, 1,000 pounds, 200 cows, 2,000 pounds. I just did the math, and then, we use a little handheld GPS and we would go down the corn rows, maybe 80 yards, whatever it turned out to be, and we would drag a truck tire perpendicular to the rows to give us somewhere to run the string. It gave the cows a visual. When they came along, they noticed that there was something changed there, and then, they would look around for the string, right? Okay. Then, sometimes, we'd put the steel post in, particularly the perimeter steel post before the ground froze, but if you don't get them in before the ground freezes, you can take a three-quarter inch rod and weld to the bottom of a T-post, and if you have six or eight inches of rod poking out, you can pound that in the ground and that works pretty good too, but anyway, you figure that out. 

Taylor Grussing:	
It worked out. 

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. So, we made the checkerboard pattern out there and did the Jim Gerrish thing where we build tomorrow's fence today. Okay. So, we would have a backup fence so that if they break through today's fence, hopefully, they'll stop at tomorrow's fence, have two days worth of corn instead of the whole field. I didn't have any trouble with cows breaking through. It seemed to work out pretty well. There is some risk there though because they're going to be hungry. So, you want your cows trained up pretty good for how that - so they respect that fence. Okay.

Taylor Grussing:	
Were new combines like did they go after that residue very much or did they kind of keep looking for new standing corn to go after?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes, they definitely went for the corn first.

Taylor Grussing:	
Sure. 

Doug Sieck:	
Then, you'd watch them just go down the row and clean off the ears. Then, they'd come back and do the husks and the leaves. Then, they'd eat probably the top third to maybe the top half of the stock, something like that. We just used – well, I just used whatever corn I was using. If we didn't do anything special, planted the same population as we did, and sometime along about late summer said, “Well, maybe that's a good field to graze.” So, we didn't make any management changes except for setting it up to run the cows through in their allocations. Okay. Then, Mondays and Thursdays are protein day. So, Mondays and Thursdays, I'd feed them a bale alfalfa or two and get a little protein in their system. They seem to appreciate that.

Taylor Grussing:	
You just roll that out? 

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes. I'm assuming you didn't back fence at all. So, you're just doing forward fencing, right?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. The ground was typically frozen by the time we got to doing that. So, we weren't too worried about compaction. Did run into one - we got into a warm spell and we plugged that field up pretty good, and I did come in and disc that one in the spring. That was the first tillage I'd done in a lot of years. Then, I hid the disc out behind the trees again, [Laughter] but yes, if it warms up, you might want to have a plan B. So, let's move into that part. You should have a plan B. So, let's say you get a three- or four-day blizzard while you're doing this and the cows are all huddled up by the trees. When I started grazing the corn, I would ease them into it. Okay. So, I would either feed them with some kind of a feed wagon and start them off with a couple pounds of corn a day and an increase at a pound a day until I was up to the 10 pounds, or I would do smaller allocations in the field for a few days. So, I would gradually work them up. So, you've got the three- or four-day blizzard comes along and they all come in and stand by the windbreak, and they don't go out and eat, and then, you got these hungry cows hitting out there. So, I always had some kind of a feed wagon set up to feed them by the trees if I needed to. I made it real cheap and simple. I just had a gravity wagon with a slide door and we had a bin with an electric auger with a slide and we could time it. You pull the slide open to this mark and you run it for a minute and that's 1,000 pounds, right? So, we were doing that and then I got to planting cropland back to grass and a lot of the cropland that was right near the house I planted to grass. So, the corn grazing opportunities got further from home and didn't look nearly as attractive, but I got to thinking if I can do it when they're standing by the trees during a blizzard with 10 pounds of corn and 10 pounds of hay, I can do it any time of the year that I want, feeding 10 pounds of corn and 10 pounds of hay. We kept it pretty simple. I'd mentioned a gravity wagon. I was going to make it complex. I was asking my neighbors in this little huddle one time, “Well, what do you think I could do for opening and closing the door and all this?” One of my neighbors said, “Well, what's wrong with a rope and a spring?” [Laughter] So, I cut a hole in the gravity box door, and I put in a smaller door, and I hooked a spring and a rope up to it. Then, just sitting in the pickup or the tractor, you can pull the rope and open the slide. Okay. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Okay.

Doug Sieck:	
Later on, I realized you could make it even simpler. You could just walk back and crack the door open about an inch and jump back in the pickup and take off and drive in a circle, but when you're feeding on the ground like that, you want to drive in a circle or two parallel lines because you've got these pigs that just follow you and they're crowding in and they're wanting to get the corn. So, you got the tail enders that don't get to the pile until way at the end. So, when you make a circle or two parallel lines, you're bringing a fresh pile back to where you start those, the more timid cows get a chance at that fresh pile. I did have trouble with the cows crowding the gravity wagon and pushing things around. So, I took a battery-operated electric fence and I duct taped it to the side of the wagon and I put a battery on there and I dragged a ground chain, so when they touched the wagon, they got a shock. That really - that changed their whole attitude. So, that worked pretty good. 

Taylor Grussing:	
So, they chase you down, but they don't lick you?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. So now, I've - what I do now, I've graduated from the gravity wagon to using a cake hopper, a trip hopper or cake hopper. So, I still use the circle or the parallel lines, but I dump it in like one pile dumps or maybe they're 10-pound piles. I don't know. I try to go on clean ground every day, move over a little bit, and move over here, and move over there. You don't need a lot of…

Taylor Grussing:	
Are they grazing the grass then, dormant grass still then, or are you delivering hay a different way to get the 10 pounds of hay?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. A lot of times by then I'm doing the hay where I'm rolling out a few bales. So, yes. To really conserve the hay, you feed 10 pounds of corn, you can cut your hay use about in half. Okay. So, if you're in a situation where you're really interested in conserving hay, the best way that I found to do it was to feed the 10 pounds of corn and then 10 pounds of hay every day. That'll give you the best economy. Just like moving through the cornfield, moving every day is the cheapest way to do it. I've also done bale grazing where I'll feed the corn. Then, if normally I'd give them seven days worth of bales, maybe I'll give them five. So, I don't cut the hay use in half when I'm bale grazing, but I cut it back, that sort of thing. Yes.

Taylor Grussing:	
We talk about bale grazing. We just did a podcast about grazing alfalfa too. How do you set up your field rotation?

Doug Sieck:	
So, how do I pick which field to graze with corn grazing?

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes.

Doug Sieck:	
Okay. So, it's usually a location thing. Okay. So, I'll pick a field that's close to some kind of wind protection. That's usually the determining factor. Okay. I want them protected. The water is another consideration, but I don't get too shook up about water. My cows have learned to eat snow. I'd rather have them drink water, but if there's water a long ways off, they'll eat snow or I'll graze a quarter of harvested corn stalks without water if the snow is right. So, no, there isn't a lot of - I don't put a lot of great planning into it, it's which field's handy. Then, okay, that looks like that'll work.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes, and try to stay on crop residue versus if they're hungry, they'll over graze the grass, right? So how do you manage that?

Doug Sieck:	
I just don't let them out on the grass. I do a lot of polywire year-round. You can get the plastic posts in the ground and frozen ground. In the corn fields, sometimes, we got to put it in a corn stalk or beside a corn stalk, go down through a rut. Out in a pasture, most places we've learned to just sit in the side by side and stick the post out the window and tap it in the ground. They don't have to go away in the ground, but they go in pretty good. You don't whack it because that'll break the plastic, but you tap them in. So, if we want to keep them out of some grass, it's pretty easy for us to run a poly wire. When I started out, they said, “Buy a big electric fencer. Buy a big electric fencer,” but I'm German. I didn't. I bought a small one. Then, I bought a bigger one and a bigger one and a bigger one. Yes. Save yourself some money and get a big fencer right away. Spend $1,200.00, $1,300.00 and get something that they're really going to respect.

Taylor Grussing:	
Like you said, you have your cows trained pretty well to that during the summertime too. So, it's probably not really foreign for them to see it in the fall or the winter.

Doug Sieck:	
That's right. So, we use the big fencers around home where we've got 110. So, the yards where we've got 110, we use the big fencers. That lets us use the smaller fencers out away from home pretty effectively.

Taylor Grussing:	
Okay. Have you noticed any performance differences when you graze standing corn versus when you were feeding hay?

Doug Sieck:	
No, I haven't. If they're looking a little thinner, you just adjust. Of course, if you've already made your passes, you can't do too much adjusting. Now, we've usually turned out pretty good. 10 pounds of corn is a pretty good shot of corn. When I'm feeding on the ground and if they're looking like they need a little more condition, then maybe I'll increase to 15 pounds of corn or maybe 20 if I need to. So, when I'm feeding with the cake hopper or the gravity wagon, it's pretty easy to do that. Speaking of that, if you're going to feed out some kind of feed wagon and you're saying, “Well, I don't have an electric auger and I don't have a bin and that sort of thing”, you can keep it pretty simple. You can set up a bunker with some hay bales and you can have a semi load of corn kit brought in. All you really have to do is buy an old auger and auger it up into that pile or auger it into a bin if you've got one, but where we did not have the electric auger, I stuck an old auger, an old PTO auger in a bin and hooked it up to a tractor and I just ran it at 1,000 RPMs or whatever, and then shut it off and we took it into town and weighed it to see how much it augered out in a minute. So then, we just did so many seconds of corn. So, we did not have anything sophisticated to do that with, and you can do the same thing. Just scoop it up with the bucket and weigh a bucket of corn in town and say, “Okay. That's 800 pounds or whatever.” This can be really simple. You don't need to say, “Well, I don't have a bin. I can't do that,” or “I don't have an electric auger. I can't do that.” There's ways around it. The bottom line is this grazing corn is about the cheapest way there is to feed. If you're grazing standing corn, if a cow's eating 10 pounds of corn and corn is $4.00 a bushel, that's about $0.07 a pound. Okay? If corn is $5.00 a bushel, that's $0.09 a pound. So, either way, you're feeding $0.70 to $0.90 worth of corn per head per day, and the corn stalks are just gravy. So, you're wintering these cows for $0.75 a day. You're not starting a tractor. You're not having breakdowns. You didn't have any flat tires. I've got a friend just pulled some cows out of a feedlot and he was paying, I think, $4.00 or $4.50 a day to feed them. So, corn looks a lot better than that.

Taylor Grussing:	
Have you ever rented out sanding corn to graze? How would that work in terms of if you had it all divided up, if you put the fence up? Have you ever thought about or have you ever done that?

Doug Sieck:	
No, I haven't done that, but look at it the other way. What about if you want to rent your neighbor's corn? What would you do? I would just approach my neighbor and I would say, “Whatever corn you've got in that field, I'll just buy it. You leave it standing in the field and I'll graze it out there.” Then, you're going to have to put a little bit of a premium on there because you're eating some corn stalks probably, but he's saving all the money of having to harvest it. So, maybe you don't. Maybe you guys reach a nice agreement. That would be an interesting partnership.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes. I mean, we have the corn silage calculator of figuring out how to buy it, standing in the field. So, you'd probably still need a little bit of that yield estimate, right, to figure that out, and like you said, the premium for the corn stalks too could still be pretty cost efficient with the price of diesel today.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. Your neighbor, if he's going to combine corn anyway, he'd probably combine the strips for you. So, he'd know what the yield was. So, you could figure it out from there. If you're going to graze your neighbor's standing corn, or if you're going to graze your neighbor's harvested corn stalks, it's beneficial to let him know that you've got a plan B in case it gets warm outside, okay? So, if you leave your cows out in the neighbor's field and it warms up, there's going to be some compaction issues, okay? Even if the compaction issues aren't huge, there's going to be some mental image on his part of those cow tracks out there in the field. So, if you can, you need to communicate to him that if it warms up, I'm going to pull these cows off here and this is where I'm going to move them to so we don't damage your field.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes, and especially with the October we've had this year and even last year. It stayed pretty warm for a while. I know we got snow cover last November and then it was gone by January. So, you felt like you could go back out to a lot of those fields. So, maybe that's kind of the flex that you have to go somewhere else if it snows or rains and then come back in the deep winter if the snow melts off.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. I try to be careful about being out there mostly when the ground's either dry or frozen.

Taylor Grussing:	
Sure. Have you ever had to haul water onto the fields? I know you say you don't really worry about it when there's a little bit of snow, but if we do have a warm winter, what are some options to kind of help minimize the tracking or trailing with that kind of situation?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. We have hauled water. Usually, grazing harvested corn stalks, but we've got a truck with a tank on it and we throw a tire tank out in the grassy part of the field and take the skid loader out and put some dirt around us so the calves can get up there and drink too. Yes, we don't really like to haul water, but we will. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Right. Remind me, when you're calving again, are you May?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. We start calving about the first of May. We leave the calves on the cows pretty much all winter. Usually, February or March is when we wean. We'll typically wean them for about 30 days and then market them. Last year, the market was such that we just weaned in February and sold them right off the cow. We don't bring in the heaviest calves, but we were able to do quite a few of them. It does pull the cows down some. The cows do lose some condition when you leave the calves on them all winter, but feeding corn on the ground, I just give them a little bit more corn if I need to. The cows kind of teach the cows to eat. 

Taylor Grussing:	
That's what I was going to say. Have you had calves on the standing corn? If you did, did you run into any different blow tissues or anything like that with calves grazing corn versus cows?

Doug Sieck:	
We did not, but the calves were on the cows when we were grazing the corn, but they were playing second fiddle. The cows were getting after those years, the calves, they didn't get as much as they wanted, I don't suppose.

Taylor Grussing:	
Sure, but they're still getting the nutrients from mom. So, I mean, it's just kind of icing on the cake a little bit to keep them both going, right?

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. It worked pretty well. The calves seem to do pretty well. The cows seem to do pretty well. If you can go from feeding 40 pounds of hay per cow per day to 20 pounds of hay per cow per day, that's pretty huge. Maybe you don't do it all winter long. Maybe you just do it for a couple of months. I used to have quite a bit of stress when a dry year came along about what if I don't get enough hay put together. What if I don't get enough hay put together? It was very seldom that I didn't get at least half the hay put together that I usually did. Maybe cut areas we didn't usually cut or whatever. So, I realized if I really needed to, I could probably get by on about half the hay that I usually use. Then, the other thing that ran through my mind was if it's a dry year and I want to buy hay, it's difficult to find. It seems to be difficult to find hay on a dry year, but almost any year that comes along, I can get on the phone and I can make one phone call and have a semi load of corn in my yard in a couple of days, but you got to think a little different. You got to figure out how can I make this work, and you don't have to feed it on the ground and you don't have to feed it standing in the field, you can mix it in with chopped hay and feed wagon and go 10 and 10 too. There's a lot of different ways to do it.

Taylor Grussing:	
Have you ever had any feet or kind of poor experiences with not necessarily foundering, but any longer toes or anything over time?

Doug Sieck:	
I've had less long toes grazing standing corn than I have grazing harvested corn. [Laughter]

Taylor Grussing:	
Okay.

Doug Sieck:	
So, the 10 pounds of corn per day and the one-day allotments, I just didn't have much trouble with anything. The health seemed to be good. I can't point my finger at anything and say this was a drawback other than the time. You have to go out there every day and move them. 

Taylor Grussing:	
That's what I was going to ask. Labor seems to be harder and harder to find, but on the flip side, if you're moving fence, you're starting to pick up to drive out there, but you're saving time harvesting that. So, how do you spend your time different to afford the ease of feeding cattle in a simpler way, potentially, saving some diesel, still getting good nutrients, and then they're also returning nutrients to the soil too with the manure and working that in as they travel across the field? 

Doug Sieck:	
I had a friend that told me that he was giving them about three days worth of corn stalks at a time, and he seemed to be getting along pretty well. So, I was never brave enough to try that, but that might be an option.

Taylor Grussing:	
Right. Like you say, they're kind of making the most out of the whole top of the plant potentially. So, if they are trained to eat a plant at a time, they're not going to maybe go get all those ears at once, but I have seen it before on a blizzard where even just hunting strips with quite a bit of corn got snowed in and cows definitely had some upset stomachs for a while when they got in there, unfortunately.

Doug Sieck:	
I visited with an individual out of Canada that was giving his cows 25 acres at a time, and he said the trick was to make sure they were full before he turned them in there, but he did say every now and then he got a glassy-eyed cow and he said that he didn't do that with his bulls, just his cows. I thought that was interesting, 25 acres at a time.

Taylor Grussing:	
What about virtual fence? Have you seen anyone use that on grazing corn?

Doug Sieck:	
I haven't, but I think that would be so slick.

Taylor Grussing:	
I would say that would kind of eliminate your cross fencing and you still have to have your perimeter fence up, but your allocations could be adjusted then if you needed to increase the nutrients per day potentially.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. That's getting better. It's going to get even better and better and better as it still goes. That's going to be a handy tool. It is a handy tool. I don't use it, but it's a handy tool.

Taylor Grussing:	
I would say as we started this, you said you're watching the polywire go up as we speak. So, that'll still be a needed, tool to train them, right? I mean - or perimeter fence to some degree. I think, like you said, it's getting better and there's a lot of opportunity to hopefully try it in some of these alternate grazing systems.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. The potential is so huge. You talk to people that are using it and they're able to maneuver their cows around in such specific manners, keep them out of the creek or keep them up in this corner of the pasture. That's pretty exciting.

Taylor Grussing:	
You said sometimes you're short on hay. I don't know how you guys sat this year, but we had quite widespread drought in the upper Midwest. Have you looked at baling the corn stalks? So, you're not grazing the standing corn. I'm assuming you're harvesting your cropland still. Are you still going out there just to graze the corn residue or are you moving it off and trying to graze it somewhere else?

Doug Sieck:	
We're mostly grazing it where it is. We've got the equipment and we have built up corn stalks in the past. That works okay. We started off using a flail type chopper that threw them into a windrow. I didn't like that so much because it took so much residue off. The field looked kind of like it had been cut for silage when we got done. Then, we transitioned into using a Vermeer side delivery rake. With that, we could set it so it left more residue behind. So, we got maybe more husks and leaves and less stalks. That worked good. Yes. That worked good. I wouldn't be afraid to do that, but we have not had to do it, but it works good. A little bit tricky getting them dry, but I found that baling things wet late in the season is a lot different than baling them wet early in the season. So, if you're baling in late October or November, you can get away with some things that you can't get away with when it's warm outside.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes. They're not going to sit there and muster as much, right?

Doug Sieck:	
That's what I've run into. Yes. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Got you. So now, what does it cost to feed cows with your gravity wagon on those same corn stalks?

Doug Sieck:	
Well, if I'm feeding out of the gravity wagon and I'm feeding 10 pounds of hay or 10 pounds of corn, if I'm feeding out of the gravity wagon and I'm feeding 10 pounds of corn, we're at about that $0.75 a day mark for the corn, the hay - just do your math on the - if it's $150.00 a ton, is that $0.70 a day for the hay then too? So, 10 pounds of corn, 10 pounds of hay, you're still well under $2.00 a day. It's sure worth your time to mess around. So, whether you're grazing standing corn or whether you're grazing on the ground feeding - so, whether you're grazing standing corn or whether you're feeding on the ground or in feed bunks, feeding corn and hay and limiting the amount of hay that they get is an economical way to get these cows through the winter.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes. Now, you have a field of corn that's combined and you can move that corn around maybe a little bit easier if it is in a blizzard or market it as you need to.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. It was really nice grazing the standing corn because you just went out there. It took maybe 20 minutes to move the string and you were kind of done for the day. You didn't have to start up a bunch of equipment. The manure was mostly out in the field and all that was covered and they were on fresh ground every day, but when the weather got rough, it was a little bit trickier. So, you want to plan ahead for wind protection and that sort of thing, but the way I'm doing it now using the cake hopper in the back of the pickup is pretty handy too because I can have the cows further from home and I can go out there and feed them. If you want to teach them to lead behind a pickup, you just get a trip hopper, cake feeder on there. When that door starts banging, they come running. [Laughter]

Taylor Grussing:	
Right. Yes. It's kind of like honking the horn and they're behind you. So, kind of traded the time savings a little bit, but it still probably only takes you 20 minutes to deliver that feed. Like you said, you can keep them farther away from home. Yes, you got to harvest your corn with the whole field of corn now with your combine, but you're still putting it in a pile and running it back out to the cows. So, a little bit more cost there, but still a good method to keep them out.

Doug Sieck:	
Yes. I think if you're 40 or 45, I think grazing standing corn is great. If you're 60, I think feeding it on the ground is great. [Laughter]

Taylor Grussing:	
Sure. Yes. It evolves, right? It evolves with your needs and your time that you have. Yes, because I know you've talked to one of our friends, Levi Swanson. He's going to start his cows on corn here in the next couple of weeks. So, we're going to try to get out there and see how that goes for him. He's over by the Sioux Falls area where there's a lot of corn stalks, but not a lot of fence. We'll see how your advice paid off over there for him, I guess. [Laughter] 

Doug Sieck:	
Well, I hope it works out well.

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes. He's excited. So, I think that about wraps up the questions I had. Just kind of one more thing of what would be the first piece of advice you would share with someone that would be going into harvesting corn this alternate way whether it's grazing it standing or grazing it with a little bit of hay on the side? 

Doug Sieck:	
Well, ease them into it. Increase the corn slowly. Take a week or so to build them up to the corn level. If you're going to graze standing corn, invest in a big electric fencer and get them trained up. If you're going to feed on the ground, try to feed on clean ground every day if you can.

Taylor Grussing:	
Okay. Awesome. Well, those are some three great tips, I think. A lot of corn is coming out now in my region. Beans are getting close to done. So, if people haven't already decided that, maybe this could be a good way to listen and learn a little bit more. So, where can people contact you or find your contact information easiest, Doug?

Doug Sieck:	
Well, you can always find me through the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition, or you can give me a call to 605-848-7325.

Taylor Grussing:	
Okay. Awesome. Well, we appreciate Doug's mentorship, like I said, on this topic, just kind of looking at some other ways to harvest things with high input costs and maybe a little bit extra labor that people want to look at this fall if it's going to stay nice. So, with that, this has been Cattle HQ, headquarters for all things beef cattle. Until next time, keep eating beef.

Kiernan Brandt:	
Thank you for tuning into this episode of Cattle HQ. Brought to you by SDSU Extension, headquarters for all things beef. We invite you to visit extension.sdstate.edu for the latest beef information as well as subscribe to the show on Spotify. You will also find show notes and resources from today’s episode, until next time. Remember, success is not a goal, it’s a byproduct.


[Outro music]
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