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Kiernan Brandt:	
Welcome to Cattle HQ, a podcast from industry experts and progressive producers discussing cutting edge info about the cow calf sector to keep cattlemen and women in the know and positively affect their bottom line. 

Kim Ricardo:	
Welcome to another episode of the Cattle HQ podcast where we discuss the ideas and management practices shaping today’s beef industry. We are your hosts, Kim Ricardo and Taylor Grussing, and today we’re going to be talking about something that might make some producers feel a little nervous at first, and that is grazing Alfalfa. Alfalfa is known as a high-quality hay and forage crop, but grazing it comes with its own set of opportunities. Today, rather than just discussing the theory behind grazing Alfalfa, we’re going to hear directly from a producer, Eric Jennings, who has experience doing it on his own ranch. So Eric, thank you so much for joining us today. Why don’t we kick things off with a little bit of background about yourself, your operation, and what your operation looks like today? 

Eric Jennings:	
Okay, yes. Thank you, Kimberly. I live in the Northern Black Hills between Spearfish and Belle Fourche. I live right along Spearfish Creek and we’re able to irrigate off of Spearfish just with the gravity flow system with water rights that date back to 1887. The home place here along the creek has always been mostly a winter base. We have some property up in the Black Hills that we utilize for summer grazing and then also some prairie grazing closer to me here. Alfalfa has always been an important part of the crop rotation here. We don’t really do any row crop farming at all. I just do enough farming to keep the Alfalfa into rotation and utilize that for winter feed. Primarily, just a beef cow-calf operation up until 2014, we sent calves down to the feedlot and fattened them there, retaining ownership. Then we downsized our cow herd 2014, and since then I really don’t have enough calves to fill a pen. So, we’ve changed our calving date, changed our operation a little bit, and run more yearlings now than what we were. I think that brings you up to date. 

Kim Ricardo:	
Thank you for that introduction, Eric. Could you touch base a little bit on what initially made you want to graze Alfalfa? Are you grazing a monoculture stand or is it a mixed stand as well? 

Eric Jennings:	
Sure. I think what really got us started, so typically, we always grazed Alfalfa in the fall when we brought the cows home. We would feed hay on our Alfalfa ground to put the nutrients back in there. That was easy for us to do. What really got me started more on grazing Alfalfa is when I had my full herd and taking cows up into the forest on public ground, we would try to have all of our breeding done before we went up there on June 15th. Consequently, I was calving pretty early. We’d be breeding in April, calves starting to calve by the end of January on through February, we’d be done by the first part of March. I would pregnancy test those heifers, the yearling heifers, and identify the opens and started to develop a market for grass-finished beef. I was looking for a way to give them some better nutrition before we harvested them. We started putting those out on, I had some dryland Alfalfa then, just started kicking them out on dryland Alfalfa, mostly the second cutting. We’re in a drier climate here so you can’t really count on a good second cutting in our area on dryland, but there was plenty there to graze. And so, that worked out pretty well for us just to start grazing that. I got braver and braver each year as to how quickly I would get them turned out onto that, and how lush it would look. We got along pretty well with doing that. I’ve just expanded utilizing Alfalfa that isn’t quite good enough to cut and harvest. We’d figure out a way to graze that. Done some strip grazing on it, but mostly just turning them out onto it and letting them go. 

Kim Ricardo:	
That’s very interesting. Of course, whenever people think about grazing Alfalfa, there’s obviously a lot of concern following things like bloat. How do you manage that? I know you mentioned you utilize some strip grazing, which I’m sure probably helps, but do you wait until that Alfalfa reaches late bloom? How does that look like on your operation? Do you have much experience with maybe some of the anti-frothy bloat products out there on the market? 

Eric Jennings:	
I never have used any of those products and there is a definite pucker factor when you first turn those out, any animals out onto Alfalfa. I think that as producers, we have this image in our mind that those animals are going to immediately go out there and start eating the leaves off of the plant and get into trouble with bloat that way. What I discovered as I was turning them out there is that those yearlings, or 2-year-olds or whatever I’m turning out there, they were used to eating grass. They would eat the grass around the edge of the fields first. If there was any grass in the middle of the field there mixed in, they would eat that first. I think by doing that, they just gradually worked into the Alfalfa. I think that’s probably why we have not had a lot of trouble with bloat. I’ve never had problem with an older animal, 2-year-olds or even year and a half on up. I’ve never had a problem with. We did have a little trouble with some bloat on some… They probably were 13- or 14-month-old yearlings this year. I was trying to get some extra nutrition into them before we bred. Started running into some issues with it there, but older animals never had any trouble. Every year, I would get a little bit braver and braver while turning them out. I remember a few years ago, I was trailing some 2-year-olds, I guess coming in twos out into the - they’re open yearlings is what they were, in the fall, trailing them out to the Alfalfa. It started to mist and rain a little bit and, boy, this is probably going to be a bad idea, but I got along really good with it and didn’t have any trouble. As you do it more and get more experience with it, just seems like you get a little braver. 

Taylor Grussing: 	
With the grazing it on the second cutting like you used to, there’s probably not a lot of grass mix in the Alfalfa or is it a monoculture to start with? 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, most of that was dryland, so there was always going to be a little bit of grass in there. I probably don’t rotate as quick as I should, plus out in this environment, it’s pretty tough to get a real thick stand of Alfalfa to grow. We just don’t get enough rain in the spring to really get a good seed germination and a good solid stand like you would have Eastern South Dakota. There’s always going to be a little grass, mostly the grass that they would have around the outside edge. I don’t plant any grass with Alfalfa. I’ve started utilizing more Roundup Ready Alfalfa, just to try to keep some of the grass and the weeds out of it. I’d hate to say it’s a monoculture, but it’s predominantly Alfalfa. 

Taylor Grussing:	
You just mentioned you maybe tried different varieties, are there certain varieties that you’re learning are better for grazing than others? 

Eric Jennings:	
I don’t think that I’ve really followed it that closely. Most of my variety choices have been made just on production, weed control, and price. I don’t have a good answer to that question, Taylor.

Taylor Grussing:	
No worries. If you start grazing a stand, is it after so many years of haying it or is there a sweet spot, I guess, in there where maybe that second cutting does fall down? Or are you specifically planting it for grazing now in certain places? 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, I’ve not gotten to the point where I specifically planted it for grazing. I think the biggest determining factor there as to whether I graze it or not is if it’s worth it to hay it. If it’s not worth it, if there’s not enough production there to be worth dragging the machinery out across the field, which is getting more and more expensive there with the price of machinery, I will try to utilize animals to harvest that forage as much as I can. So that’s the biggest determiner is if it’s worth it to hay. If it’s not worth it to hay, then I’ll start looking at how to get cattle out there on it. Some of it is just a water issue, not all of my hay fields or very few of them actually would have a water source in them. I would need to either haul water over to them or have them connected to a pasture where I can open a gate where they can go out to water. Those are probably the two biggest determiners of if it’s worth the mechanically harvest and can I get water to it easily. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Yes, that makes a lot of sense. Water is always a limiting factor for even the growing Alfalfa, obviously, and then being able to keep cattle out there to graze it. If you are grazing it, is there a certain level that - or what is your grazing intensity? Are you trying to take 75%? Are you taking 50%? What does that look like? 

Eric Jennings: 	
I guess I haven’t been too concerned about overutilizing Alfalfa just because when you mechanically harvest it, you’re taking probably 80% or 85% of it. Usually the Alfalfa, I’m not grazing it intensively enough generally to really take it down in a hurry. Those plants will get mature and will leave a fair amount of stem just because the cattle won’t want to eat them and so I haven’t had any utilization issues. I haven’t really grazed it that much when it’s lush and growing right before it freezes to where I’m really concerned about winter kill issues either. This year looks like that we might have that opportunity to try. We had some September rains and it’s greened that Alfalfa up and it’s even where I took a third cutting off of it on the irrigated ground, we’re getting quite a little growth coming back that we’re going to want to utilize. Just where we’re at on forage here, it’s been a pretty tough production year so I’m running out of grass. I probably will want to be on that Alfalfa a little bit quicker than I normally would. We don’t have a lot of winter kill issues out here because our winters are a little more [tempered] and so I’m not going to worry quite as much about it, but I’m trying to figure out just how to approach that. If I wait for it to freeze off and start to dry up, then I run into some issues where we’ll quite often, if we do freeze and freeze off the Alfalfa, then we’ll hit a little Indian summer and it just dries those plants off so quick that we lose a lot of the leaves, and then I lose a lot of the nutritional value out of it. I don’t like to do that. I would like to get on it a little bit quicker, but there’s just that balance of where the cows are at and what water I have available and where the plant maturity is and what the weather’s doing. You have a plan in mind, but that gets altered every year very quickly. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Right, be flexible. 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, exactly. I had a neighbor that his theory was that you should probably just cut that Alfalfa before it freezes every year and put it in a windrow because you’re going to get a lot more feed value out of it grazing the windrow than you will if you leave it standing. This might be that year that I end up trying that. I don’t know. 

Kim Ricardo:	
Eric, I really like how you mentioned that one of the major factors in determining for you whether to graze Alfalfa or mechanically harvest it is dependent on the year and the conditions. I think that’s especially relevant this year where, of course, it’s been pretty dry and maybe most of our forage crops aren’t really what we expected or hoped they would be. Do you have some estimates on how much extending grazing days you’re able to get out of the year by grazing Alfalfa versus haying it? Also, has that altered your hay usage and maybe some of your production costs associated with stored feed and forages? 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, I don’t have any specific numbers for you as to how many days it is extended. When I downsized the cows there in 2014, since that time, I have about the same number of acres just fewer cows. So, I’ve extended my grazing season quite a little on that, and typically, I will try to graze the entire year now. We’ll do that through not only use of Alfalfa, but also, I planted some cover crops that I’ll graze those during the wintertime with the strip grazing. A couple years ago, I think I ended up feeding seven days the whole winter. I think that was just storm-related, just real cold wind chills. I felt the need to feed. This year, we’re going to end up feeding quite a little just because we don’t have the grazing. We pretty much burned through all of our grazing opportunities. I think we’ll be out of fresh pasture here in another couple of weeks, so we’ll be onto some Alfalfa ground then probably and then be feeding quite a little bit more. As I mentioned earlier, the mechanical harvesting costs are getting to be so much more. You really got to look at the yield that you’re getting when you run that haying machinery over there. How many bales are you spitting out, and was that really worth it per acre? Or would you have been better off just to graze? It’s not always a yield issue. This year, the price of hay is so ridiculously expensive that you got to be looking at revenue per acre more than just tons per acre. That’s going to change every year. Typically, I’m probably a little more conservative on running that haying machinery over there. I want to make sure that I have a pretty good windrow behind me if I’m going to do that, and make sure that there’s enough of a windrow that I’m going to get picked up into the baler, and that the weather is good enough that that hay is actually going to be worth some money there knowing that I’m going to be feeding mechanical, rolling out hay instead of grazing. So, it’s one of those things you got to balance with your own operation and what opportunities your environment presents. 

Kim Ricardo:	
Absolutely. I think, like you mentioned, it’s all about what are your resources and what are you willing to put into it. I think just looking at the cost of an equipment like you mentioned and how much input costs have increased, and of course the price of diesel, I’d be nervous just to even turn on a tractor right now, honestly. I know you mentioned that in recent years, you’ve been grazing a little bit more yearlings compared to mother cows. Have you noticed any differences in animal performance compared to those classes of cattle? Do the yearling calves tend to perform pretty well on it? I’d imagine the gains are relatively decent. 

Eric Jennings:	
They are. As I mentioned, I’ve had more trouble with younger animals and bloat, and I really just started to experience that this year just because of our conditions. It was pretty dry out here, and so I turned some out onto some Alfalfa that was thin enough that I didn’t want to try to hay it. I thought it would be better grazing. They were out there, I think about 13 or 14 months of age. They were out in the hay field, there for a couple of days, not having any trouble at all. One night, we had just [2/100s] of an inch of rain, and then we were having some bloat issues there that next morning. I don’t really know exactly what happened there, if they had just eaten all the grass by then and they were just starting to eat the Alfalfa, if it was just the fact that we had that little dab of rain that moistened it up enough to create the problems, or if it was just the age of the animal that was the issue. A month or six weeks later, I turned some 2-year-olds out into that same field and had no trouble at all. There wasn’t a lot of grass growth there. They were mostly eating Alfalfa. They were out there during rainstorms, a few hundredths or tenths or whatever we were getting and not had any issues. I really think that the age of the animal is probably a big determiner. I’m probably going to be apprehensive to kick those yearlings out there very early. Typically, when we get into the fall, I’m marketing those yearling steers before then anyway. This year, because of the forage situation we were in, we marketed those in June. Try to hold them otherwise, we’d hold them until September, October. September time frame is when I would really typically start looking at grazing Alfalfa. 

Taylor Grussing: 	
Do you try to manage that bloat with some supplementing a dry Alfalfa bale maybe, or something that they could try to balance that slightly with the same type of forage but just dry versus growing maybe? 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, and I probably could have done that. I didn’t really want to be trying to get them back on dry hay. I had some other pasture available that I went to instead. It gets to be a time management issue too. We’re pretty busy in the summertime, trying to put up what hay we have and get the irrigating going. Coming into breeding then, we’re breeding in July so I’m not looking for another chore at that point of the time. So, you can get them to eat some dry hay, but you about got to lock them up to get them to eat it very good once you put them out on some grazing. I’m not big on rolling bales out and have them sort through it and eat the best 40% of the bale and then walk on the rest. I haven’t done that, but something that we could sure look at doing.

Kim Ricardo: 	
Eric, you’ve talked a little bit about the grazing management whenever you put cattle out on Alfalfa and a little bit about utilizing some strip grazing. Could you maybe touch base on that a little bit more? If you’re going to utilize strip grazing, how often do you move cattle? How long do they - do you leave them out on that strip or pasture? How much residual do you leave behind? 

Eric Jennings: 	
Yes, and that varies with every situation. I do a lot of strip grazing in the summertime also. We strip grazed for probably two months this summer. We had some pasture that - we had a pretty good year last year. I had some warm season grasses that I had perennial grasses that I had planted into some dryland farm ground. It did very well, particularly had some big bluestem, for example, it was six feet tall last year. This year it was about, I don’t know, it maybe got to 16 or 18 inches and was starting to dry up. We had a lot of residual grass in some of those pastures that I did not use, and so I wanted to make sure that we utilize that good and also have some hoof action there to break those old grass fibers down and get them closer to the soil to where they would break down. So, we strip grazed that quite a little in that situation. We were going for pretty high intensity. We wanted to do a good job of breaking up those grass particles, and so that was pretty highly utilized. The cover crops that I mentioned, I’ll probably leave a little more residue on that because I’m trying to get some residue back into the soil. I’ll watch the nutritional aspects of that a little more in the wintertime also, and in the summertime too. I’m sure looking at cow condition as we’re doing that and measuring the utilization based on the cow condition to a certain extent. When we strip graze Alfalfa, I’m not as concerned about leaving residue. I’m more concerned just about nutrition. I don’t want to tear up the field. I want to leave a little bit of residue there, but I think there’s probably some benefits there from the manure to counteract some of the residue that we’re taking off there too. Every situation is going to be a little bit different. It depends on the age of the stand too. If it’s an older stand that I’m not as worried about hurting, I’ll leave the - go for a little higher utilization at that point, knowing that it needs to be replanted pretty soon anyway, versus a fairly new stand. I’m going to try to take a little bit better care of that one. So, there’s just always a whole list of factors there with every situation. 

Taylor Grussing:	
You said normally you start grazing Alfalfa right about now or September, October. Do you worry about having them out there during a freeze? Or I know you mentioned it a little bit earlier, how do you manage that with keeping them on through these really cool mornings where we do have that dew that could maybe mimic some of that rain effect and have some bloat? But if the stand is dried up, maybe you don’t have to worry about that as much either. 

Eric Jennings: 	
Yes. Honestly, I can’t remember ever bloating a cow out on Alfalfa. After they’ve been out there for two or three days, I really don’t even worry about checking them anymore or very carefully. I’ll sure take a look at them, but I’m not necessarily out there right away in the morning, right after a dew moisture event. After they’ve been out there a few days, I get pretty confident and don’t worry about them at that point. I’ve had some neighbors that have certainly had those troubles, but for some reason I haven’t and I’m not really sure why. I think at this point my neighbors are far more concerned about my cows being on Alfalfa than I am. It’s a really great way to hear from your neighbors if you just turn some cows out on a pretty good-looking Alfalfa field they’re all going to call you and tell you, you got cows out. So, you hear from your neighbors that way, but I just haven’t had a lot of trouble. Once they get out there and I start feeling comfortable with them there, I don’t concern myself a whole lot with bloat. 

Taylor Grussing: 	
Yes, I think the same thing. People maybe get a little more nervous than we should. This year could be an excellent year to give it a try. Just try to extend your grazing days because I know even here right East River, we are very dry as well. So the third cutting didn’t go down. Yes, we got two inches of rain last week, and that was wonderful, but if it’s a useful forage and we can find some water access, sounds like it might be worth a try. Maybe we kick out, like you said, those older cows that - I mean, they have their grazing experience, right? They know what to do. If they don’t like something, they’ll probably let you know or walk away or find the neighbor’s fence a little faster as well. But it’s pretty cool to maybe get you 30 more days for the herd if you can figure it out and keep an eye on them through the process. 

Eric Jennings:	
Absolutely, because there’s a great opportunity for some really good nutrition there to put some weight on some cows going into winter. The other thing that I just thought about, and I don’t have any scientific background or testing on this or seen any data, but I wonder if just the moisture content in the plant doesn’t make a difference as far as the bloat risk. Typically, when we’re turning out in the fall, those plants are starting to dry up whether they’ve frozen or not. There’s just not a lot of moisture in the plant. This year is a little different. We had a couple inches of rain in September and the Alfalfa is still growing really good. We’ve got good growing conditions. The temperatures are good for it and so it looks pretty lush. It looks like there - I might want to be a little more concerned about it this year than other years, but maybe you’ve seen some data on that, but just how good the plant is growing and how much moisture content the plant has maybe affects the success of grazing. 

Taylor Grussing: 	
Yes, I’m no nutritionist, but I remember there were two different kinds of bloat, right? When we have Alfalfa, frothy bloat versus corn grain bloat, right, two different types that we deal with. Obviously, today we’re talking about Alfalfa, but it definitely does have something to do with that moisture in the plant and not necessarily on the plant, right? Rain and dew is different than an actively growing plant. 

Kim Ricardo:	
I think those are all really great points. I do have a question on the reproduction side of things. Obviously, this Alfalfa is pretty high-quality forage, provides some good quality nutrition to your cows. Do you think that that nutrition those cows receive from grazing that Alfalfa has had any noticeable effect on conception rate? I imagine it really helps improve and maintain body condition, which would be pretty advantageous, especially for those two-year-olds, but is that something you’ve noticed while grazing Alfalfa, or maybe not so much? 

Eric Jennings:	
I don’t know that I’ve really grazed the Alfalfa since we started calving later here. We’re beating the middle of July now, and I haven’t done any Alfalfa grazing of cows in that June, early July time frame to be a good answer to that question. When we were calving earlier, my predominant feed here was Alfalfa. I would have to feed cows Alfalfa to breed on. I’d be feeding them Alfalfa after they calved in March and April, trying to breed them by the end of April. We ran into some real challenges with that just because of the protein content in our Alfalfa. We were giving them so much protein we discovered that they were having to utilize energy to help metabolize the extra protein. The energy is what we were really trying to get into them and so we had to adjust our feeds. I started planting some grain forage hay then, and just to try to bring our protein content up while maintaining some energy. I think that’s been the biggest challenge. I don’t know if you tried to graze Alfalfa right before breeding if you’d end up in those same high protein challenges or not. I do know that when I had some grass-finished animals that we needed to harvest the middle of September, so I put them out into some hay field, and probably the first part of August, they were plumb fat. You couldn’t have gotten them any fatter in a feedlot feeding them a high concentrate ration. So they did very well out there. I’m sure it seems like a cow coming into breeding would do very well also. I don’t know if you’d even have to worry about getting them a little bit too fat there coming into breeding, if that would affect their [Unintelligible]. Yes, there’s plenty of nutritional opportunities out there grazing Alfalfa, I think. 

Kim Ricardo: 	
I just mentioned the protein content because that’s where my thought process was going as well. I think a lot of times we really focus on protein and while it’s really important, particularly on the reproduction side, energy is also really important. I think there can always be too much of a good thing, per se. Taylor, do you have any other questions or anything else to add on that? 

Taylor Grussing:	
On that regard of the protein, some of my master’s work was with supplementing excess protein and on the beef cattle side of things, but we were using supplements like distillers and corn gluten meal, also looking at the different types of protein. To a degree, the beef cattle can handle high protein a lot better than a dairy cow, for example, because the dairy cattle are obviously a different beast, right, where their milk is their production and that’s their output versus our minimal milk production compared to them growing the calf, getting rebred. It’s always good to have an eye on that energy ratio with it because we need those carbon structures basically to help move that protein in the right direction. If not, it just goes out the back end, more or less. I could see where that could have been maybe a little bit of an issue just with finding something to supplement, whether it was corn or I’m assuming you went to planting something like oats or some forage that had still high enough protein but a good amount of energy with it as well. 

Eric Jennings:	
Yes, we did. Yes, we utilized barley hay or oat hay. I also utilize some sorghum sudans that could bring our protein down and some of those had some pretty good energy in them also. We would try to keep that ration below 16% protein is what we were trying to do. Before we started to introduce some other feeds in there, we were probably in that 18% to 20% protein ration. That’s where we were trying to get away from.

Taylor Grussing:	
Right. Yes. That’s the trigger point that we found as well. When you get up to that 20%, it just wasn’t efficiently being utilized by the cow. Finding a cheap energy source is the key to fixing that. 

Eric Jennings: 	
Yes. Out here in Western South Dakota, we don’t have a lot of cheap energy sources, so everything gets trucked in for the most part. Although corn is getting closer and closer to us, but transportation ends up being a big issue for energy source. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Right. Yes. We are limited, yes, to that corn, bean, oats. We get some of the meals, I guess, but that definitely is something to look at. So, going into this winter, like you said, you’re a little bit short on your grasses. You’ll still hit your Alfalfas. Are there any other plans that you’re making to try to supplement on the Alfalfa, whether it’s bale grazing or something to keep them out there a little bit longer? 

Eric Jennings: 	
No, not really. I had some winter triticale that we were able to get a decent crop of that off, so I’ll balance out the Alfalfa with the triticale ration. We probably won’t utilize the bale grazing. I’ll probably feed that back on our hay grounds and our fields, just to keep the nutrients out there. I said we live along Spearfish Creek, and so I try to keep the cows off of the creek just to protect the riparian habitat in the wintertime. They’ll sure go nibble on the willow trees and get after some of those bank grasses a little bit more than what I wanted to utilize. So, I’ll keep the cows out onto the fields, just roll out some hay every day probably for them. As I mentioned there, typically we’ve grazed some cover crops during the winter, but it just didn’t have enough moisture to germinate anything this spring, so I didn’t end up even planting them. I got the bags of seeds sitting in the shop still, but just didn’t seem like it was going to work and I don’t think it would have worked. They probably would have started germinating here in the last week. It’s going to be back to the way I used to be, a little more feeding just a lot more harvested feed. Nutritionally wise, I’ve got our hay samples tested so we should be good without doing any additional supplements just feeding some triticale hay with some Alfalfa. 

Taylor Grussing:	
Brings up a good point. Do you do any nutritional testing on the standing forage before you go graze it, just to see where it’s at compared to your other cuttings? 

Eric Jennings: 	
Not usually. I did do some last year just because we had that high growth of warm season grasses. I started to question how much nutrition we had in there. I pay very close attention to the manure piles and evaluate the protein that way. When I started having some concerns about the nutritional value, just mainly the condition of the cows, I did some testing on that and it was really low. After I tested it, then I guess I did start rolling out some high-quality Alfalfa there every few days just to try to keep the protein levels up. For the most part, I feel like by the time that I’ve gotten a sample taken and sent in and get the lab results back, we’re probably rotated out of that pasture anyway. I rotate pastures fairly quickly, every two weeks at the most, probably, a lot of them are a week or less. If I’m going to be into a larger pasture that I can easily strip graze, then I’ll even start strip grazing them. So I haven’t done a lot of nutritional testing on standing forages. That’s the long answer to that question. 

Taylor Grussing: 	
Got you. One more question on that strip grazing or managing your grazing. What type of water sources are you using in the winter? 

Eric Jennings:	
I have two different places, and one of the places has a flowing well. I’m able to just circulate the water through the water tank to keep that open. When I come home here, along Spearfish Creek, there’s a lot of springs. So Spearfish Creek, this whole valley is full of gravel. We have a lot of springs that feed into the creek, and so I’ve fenced those off, made some water gaps out of those to try to protect the spring and provide a place for the cows to be able to water. I’m able to let them down onto some springs when I’m out on the hay fields and they don’t ever freeze. Spearfish Creek is unique that it never completely freezes over. It’ll freeze from the bottom up, and so as it freezes, it pushes the water up so there’s always access to water. If we need to get to water, we can always do that on along the creek someplace. 

Kim Ricardo:	
I think I have one more question for you, and if Taylor has something else to add, we’ll for sure take that route. When producers are maybe considering grazing Alfalfa, Eric, looking back at your experiences with it, what would be the biggest takeaways you’d want other producers to keep in mind or consider whenever thinking about using alternative forage sources? 

Eric Jennings: 	
I think the biggest thing is just to get past the paradigms of the fact that we shouldn’t be grazing Alfalfa, that it’s bad to graze that or you’re going to have all kinds of problems. There are tremendous opportunities there for nutrition. There’s an opportunity there to reduce your harvesting costs of Alfalfa. If you can run it through the - let the cow do the work instead of the swather and the baler doing the work, it’s going to pay good dividends there on your cost per day. So, I think there’s some real opportunities there. It might take a little more management, identifying some water sources, maybe you’re going to have to move an electric fence every day or two, but there’s opportunities there. You just need to get past the paradigms of thinking that we shouldn’t do it. 

Kim Ricardo:	
Absolutely, I think that’s great advice and just given our situation today and what resources we’re working with, I think folks are going to have to start really thinking outside the box and utilizing maybe some of these management practices they wouldn’t consider beforehand. As we wrap up today’s conversation, I hope that it gave you some ideas to think about and some practical management considerations to keep in mind if you’re considering grazing Alfalfa. I really want to give a big thank you to our guest Eric for sharing his experiences with grazing Alfalfa. Thank you all for listening to Cattle HQ. We appreciate you joining us today. If there is any other specific topics or questions you have regarding grazing Alfalfa, please reach out to either myself, Kim Ricardo, or Taylor Grussing. Our contact information can be found on the SDSU Extension website. 

Kiernan Brandt:	
Thank you for tuning into this episode of Cattle HQ. Brought to you by SDSU Extension, headquarters for all things beef. We invite you to visit extension.sdstate.edu for the latest beef information as well as subscribe to the show on Spotify. You will also find show notes and resources from today’s episode, until next time. Remember, success is not a goal, it’s a byproduct.


[Outro music]
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