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Seeking a South Dakota community with a population of less than 5000 to serve as the host location for the 2027 Energize conference. Preference will be given to communities east of the Missouri River for the 2027 conference. The conference is slated for late spring or early summer 2027, with dates chosen in collaboration with the selected host community. Applications are due on or before July 31, 2026.
*At least one (preferably more) local committee member(s) must have attended a previous Energize conference.
Community:
1. Primary Contact Name:
Organization:
Email:
Phone:
Signature:
Attended a previous Energize Conference?	Yes	No
Years and/or locations:
List at least three additional people who are willing to serve on the local Energize Conference Committee if your community is selected: (Be sure to include names, emails, phone #’s and the signature of each.)
2. Name:
Phone:
Email:
Signature:
Attended a previous Energize Conference? 	Yes	No
Years and/or locations:
3. Name:
Phone:
Email:
Signature:
Attended a previous Energize Conference? 	Yes	No
Years and/or locations:
4. Name:
Phone:
Email:
Signature:
Attended a previous Energize Conference?	Yes	No
Years and/or location:
Please give a brief description of your community (include places of interest, business facts, etc.):
Below are some essential conference requirements needed for a successful Energize Conference. Please describe what is available within your community.
1. Name and describe a larger venue space your community can provide that can accommodate up to 150 participants for opening and closing sessions, and lunches.
Adequate parking: 	Yes	No
Wi-Fi available:	Yes	No
Sound system included:	Yes	No
2. List 10 or more businesses or organizations willing to host breakout sessions at their site. They should be able to seat 20-25 attendees and/or have room for others to stand. If possible, they should be within walking distance of downtown and of each other. Please asterisk (*) the locations that have wi-fi.
3. List some local caterers or groups that would be available to cater meals and breaks during the conference.
4. Are you able to provide chairs for use in breakout sessions held in local businesses that don’t have seating?
Yes	No
Where would the chairs come from? Who would set them up/take them down, and move them? Some ideas might include local youth groups such as 4-H, FFC, FCCLA, community volunteers, or other organizations.
5. List lodging available (50+ rooms) within the community or a 20-mile radius. This can include B&Bs, area hunting lodges, etc. in addition to any hotels. As the conference organizers are state employees, some locations must honor state rates during the conference.
6. The local committee hosts, organizes, and facilitates the evening event during the conference. This is an opportunity to showcase your community. What are some of the ideas that you have? These don’t need to be final. We just need to know that you have some ideas. Your committee will be provided with $20 per person to offset the cost of food for the evening, any additional expenses would need to be covered by your community.
7. To host an Energize conference, your community must be able to secure a minimum of $5500 in cash sponsorships. Is this something your community can do? What are some of the organizations you would ask?
8. At previous Energize conferences, conference attendees have received $10 each in Chamber bucks to use for breakfast or lunch on the 2nd day of the conference. Would your chamber or another organization be able to sponsor these (for approximately 150 people)?	Yes 	No
9. What else might help your community stand out as the best site for the  9th Annual Energize! Conference in 2027? Why do you want to host this conference in your community?
If you have trouble answering any of the questions, it’s okay to be creative and offer options of how you could make the Energize conference work in your community.
Applications are due on or before July 31, 2026. A location will be selected and applicants notified by early October. The first planning meeting will be held on-site in late October/early November 2026.
Please return this application to:	Peggy Schlechter at peggy.schlecter@sdstate.edu


Have questions? Contact:
Peggy Schlechter at 605-394-1722 or peggy.schlechter@sdstate.edu
Kara Harders at 605-882-5140 or kara.harders@sdstate.edu
Kellie Kolb at 605-626-2870 or kellie.kolb@sdstate.edu
Emily Kluin at 605-782-3290 or emily.kluin@sdstate.edu
Chase Moon at 605-995-7378 or chase.moon@sdstate.edu
Dacia Hilkemeier at 605-374-4177 or dacia.hilkemeier@sdstate.edu
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